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The Pasteur Institute to Host the 6th IES Conference 
Dr. Jean-Marc Cavaillon, IES President 

I am pleased to announce that the Pasteur Institute in Paris, France, will be the site of the 6th Conference of the International Endotoxin Society, to be held on August 24 to 27 of 2000.  The Pasteur Institute has a long and distinguished history of scientific discovery, and as such it will be an appropriate setting for what I am sure will be a fascinating meeting, filled with a wide range of interesting and important results in the field of endotoxin research. 
 The history of the Pasteur Institute can be traced back to 1885, when Louis Pasteur’s  (1822-1895) discoveries on rabies led to the first successful vaccinations against this disease, starting with the young boy named Joseph Meister.  A total of 350 people were eventually vaccinated in this study, including young children from the United States and Russian villagers. Following this success, it was decided to create a place to honor the prophylaxis of rabies. In 1886, a call for donations in France and abroad was made. Thanks to the generosity of the public, the Pasteur Institute was founded in 1887.  Land was purchased close to the Montparnasse quarter in downtown Paris, and on November 4th, 1888, the President of the French Republic unveiled the new building. To supervise the first five research groups, Louis Pasteur called several famous scientists including Elie Metchnikoff (1845-1916), Emile Roux (1853-1933) and Emile Duclaux (1840-1904). In 1887, E. Duclaux created the Annales de l'Institut Pasteur.  E. Roux together with Alexandre Yersin (1863-1943) initiated a teaching activity in 1889, which was the first course of microbiology in the world. Louis Pasteur lived in the Institute. His apartment is now a museum where his furniture and other personal items, such as gifts offered by grateful people and nations, can be seen.  Many of the original scientific equipment is intact and can still be seen, such as the glassware that helped him to definitively discredit the concept of spontaneous generation. There are also some outstanding portraits that Louis Pasteur made when, as a young boy, he wanted to be a painter.   Pasteur died in 1895.  After national funerals, he was buried at the Pasteur Institute in spite of many requests by others that he be buried in the Pantheon (the place in the Latin quarter where many of the most prestigious French people have been buried, from Victor Hugo to Marie Curie). His tomb, along with the tomb of Dr. Roux and the urn containing Metchnikoff's ashes, can still be seen at the Pasteur Institute.  

During the last century, the Pasteur Institute has grown from 5 research units to more than one hundred, and from a single building to 19 buildings, including a hospital founded in 1900, a teaching department and recent housing for trainees. Some of these buildings are very new, such as the Center for Scientific Information (CSI).  This building was unveiled in 1994 and accommodates a wonderful and up-to-date library (a correspondent of the French National Library) and a beautiful auditorium capable of hosting up to 530 participants, where the 6th IES conference will take place. The CSI was built from donations by the Duchess of Windsor, who made the Pasteur Institute her sole legatee in order to thank France for welcoming her and her husband, Edouard VIII, the resigned king of the United Kingdom. Today, the Pasteur Institute is funded in part by the public generosity (25%), by income from industrial royalties (45%), and since 1965, by the French Government (30%). Approximately 2700 people work at the Institute, including 600 researchers and roughly 1000 trainees a year (from 68 different countries in 1997). The teaching department offers 17 different courses that last from a few weeks to three months.  In 1997, the courses hosted students from 26 different countries. The topics covered by these courses reflect the various fields of research performed at the Pasteur Institute (biochemistry, cellular biology, genetics, immunology, pathophysiology, microbiology, virology, bacteriology, parasitology, mycology, entomology, epidemiology, software for biology, electron microscopy). The Nobel Prize has been awarded to 8 Pastorians including Laveran (1907), Metchnikoff (1908), Bordet (1919), Nicolle (1928), Bovet (1957) and Jacob, Lwoff and Monod (1965).  The Parisian Pasteur Institute belongs to a network of 22 Pasteur Institutes or associated Institutions around the world. Pasteur himself initiated this network in 1891 when he asked Albert Calmette to create an institute in Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh Village) in order to facilitate vaccinations against smallpox and rabies. 

Louis Pasteur, who was first trained as a chemist, made important contributions in stereochemistry before making seminal discoveries in a wide variety of subjects  including fermentation, diseases of silk worms, and vaccination (i.e., cholera avium, anthrax, and of course rabies).  In addition, he played a major role in the fight against the dogma of the spontaneous generation. 

Louis Pasteur also made important investigations on septicemia.  A frequent cause of sepsis in the mid-1800s was puerperal septicemia.  In 1879, Pasteur reported in front of the French Academy of Sciences his observation that bacteria similar to those found classically elsewhere were present in the blood of women recently deceased from puerperal septicemia. This was the first identification of Streptococcus and Staphylococcus in the blood. In 1880, he was called by physicians to study 7 new cases. He then advocated the use of boiled water during delivery. Only one of the seven women survived. However, Louis Pasteur mentioned in front of the Sciences and Medicine Academies that "Natura medicatrix won the victory" for that woman. Today, in the intensive care units, it is still this "Natura medicatrix" that scientists and physicians need to understand to further help their patients.  

No further work on sepsis was performed at the Pasteur Institute until quite recently.  However, the study of endotoxin has been a field of investigation regularly maintained on the campus. Alexandre Besredka, who succeeded Metchnikoff, was probably the first Pastorian to investigate endotoxin and was indeed the first scientist in the world to prepare and obtain an anti-endotoxin antiserum (see Endotoxin Newsletter vol. 8(1), p. 4, 1998). In 1935, André Boivin, together with his Romanian colleague Lydia Mesrobeanu, was the first to reveal the biochemical composition of endotoxins: the "antigène glycido-lipidique," as he called it. Later, Anne-Marie Staub became famous for her work on the characterization of the antigenic determinants of the polysaccharide O chains recognized by antibodies. She described new sugars and contributed to the serologic classification of the Salmonellae performed by Fritz Kaufmann. With Léon Le Minor, she studied the lysogenic conversion of Salmonella by bacteriophages and the consequences on polysaccharidic determinants. Louis Chedid, before studying muramyl dipeptide (MDP), made major contributions to the analysis of the polyclonal activation of B cells by LPS as well as of its adjuvant properties. He was the first to propose the concept of an universal antibody capable of recognizing all LPS. In the Institute, Robert Girard and Richard Chaby perpetuate the interest of scientists at the Pasteur for endotoxins and made important contributions in the fields of B cell activation and endotoxin tolerance. I had the chance to start at the Pasteur Institute under the supervision of both A-M. Staub and Constantin Bona, who was working at that time in Louis Chedid's laboratory.  This was a lucky opportunity for me, to be simultaneously taught in immunochemistry and cellular immunology by major masters! 

So, mark your calendars and note that on the 24 to 27 of August, 2000, the 6th IES Conference will be a great opportunity, not only to see the Champs-Elysés, the Eiffel tower, paintings by the Impressionists, the river Seine, the Louvre, to enjoy a good croissant with your breakfast, and to drink some excellent beaujolais with your cheese, but also to participate in an important meeting held in the historical and vibrant setting provided by the Pasteur Institute.  See you there! 
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Obituary: Dr. Lerner Hinshaw 
Dr. Lerner Hinshaw died on February 14, 1999, of complications from pneumonia and leukemia.  Dr. Hinshaw made many significant contributions to the understanding of gram negative sepsis during his distinguished career, and he published over 280 articles in this field.  Among his many honors and positions, he was a co-founder of the Shock Society, a charter member of the IES, and was a fellow of the College of Critical Care Medicine.  He fought in Europe in World War II and participated in the D-Day landing at Normandy.  He is survived by Carol, his wife of 52 years, and by his four children, Mark, Carol, Roger, and Paul.  A more extensive account of Dr. Hinshaw’s life and work will appear in the Journal of Endotoxin Research and Shock. 
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Update - Paris 2000 Meeting 
Plans for the 6th IES Conference, to be held in Paris on August 24-27, 2000, are moving ahead on schedule, according to Drs. Jean-Marc Cavaillon (President) and Peter Tobias (Chairman, Program Committee).  The venue for the meeting will be the Pasteur Institute, which offers  a comfortable and historic setting steeped in scientific tradition (see the article on p.1 by Dr. Cavaillon).  The scientific program is taking shape and is titled Endotoxin and its Toll: Exciting Prospects for Research and Therapy in the New Century.  Submitted abstracts are encouraged, and a tentative deadline for submission has been set for April 15, 2000.  Paris offers a rich palette of cultural and epicurean diversions to fill the time outside of the meeting, and an entertaining program of tours and activities is being planned to allow meeting participants and their companions to take advantage of these opportunities.  A web site for the conference is currently under construction and will soon offer a comprehensive source of information on all aspects of the meeting - check it out at http://www.pasteur.fr/units/ies2000/.  Start making your plans now to attend what should be an outstanding endotoxin meeting. 
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Your participation in Paris 2000 is important! 
The Paris 2000 meeting will be the 6th international conference hosted by the IES.  These biennial conferences have tremendous value to the endotoxin research community, but they are also quite expensive to organize and run.  Any costs that are not covered by registration fees and corporate contributions must be absorbed by the Society, and low attendance at past meetings has resulted in significant expenses for the Society (see the Governing Council report).  The IES membership is therefore strongly urged to support the Paris 2000 meeting, both by attending and also by encouraging their non-IES colleagues with an interest in endotoxin to attend.  The late summer dates for the meeting (August 24-27) were chosen to allow families to plan their vacations in conjunction with the conference.  A wide range of tours and social events will be available for traveling companions, and it should be possible to obtain favorable air fares by making reservations far in advance.  For a variety of reasons, it makes good sense to attend the Paris 2000 meeting.  We hope to see you and your family in Paris! 
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Correction - Catherine Blondin also received a Young Investigator Award in Santa Fe 
Catherine Blondin (NYU Medical Center, Manhasset, New York) was inadvertently omitted from the article on Young Investigator Award recipients which appeared in the last Newsletter (vol 9:1, p 5).  Dr. Blondin received a Young Investigator Award for her work with Dr. Sanna Goyert on sCD14-mediated responses of B-cells to LPS, as described in her presentation titled “The Proliferative Response of B-Cells to LPS Occurs via a Unique, Non-CD14 Receptor But Is Enhanced by sCD14.”  The editor apologizes for the error. 
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Report from the Meeting of IES Governing Council 
Jon A. Rudbach, Ph.D., IES Secretary 

The Governing Council of the IES met in Philadelphia on June 12, 1999.   Treasurer Kuni Takayama presented his report, which was accepted without modification by the council.  The deposit account contains $9000, the money market savings account contains $4000, and the investment account balance is $99,000.  A final report was given on finances for the 1998 Santa Fe conference.  The society lost just over $47,000 on the conference, which was attributable in large part to low attendance (see related article).  It was suggested that the IES directory be provided only to members who have paid their dues, and that the directory would serve  as a receipt for their dues.  A membership report was presented by Richard Silverstein.  The society has added 31 new members in 1999 to date; bringing the membership to 514.  However, less than 30% of the members have paid their 1999 dues (see related article).  A mechanism to facilitate joining the society was created on an interim basis until the membership could vote on a constitutional amendment.  Approval was given modifying the IES web site to allow online membership applications and renewals.  President Cavaillon read a report from Dr. Jack Levin, editor of the Journal of Endotoxin Research, regarding the status of the newsletter.  A combined volume containing issues No. 1 and 2 should appear in July of 1999, with issue No. 3 to follow shortly thereafter.  Dr. Levin stressed that manuscripts are urgently needed for the subsequent issues (see related article).  Drs. Carl Alving and Kent Myers were appointed as co-editors of the IES membership publications, with Dr. Alving responsible for the IES web site and Dr. Myers in charge of the newsletter.  President-elect Robert Munford announced that two locations, Boston and Baltimore, were under consideration for the 2002 meeting.  The meeting is being planned for the spring of the year.  The council tentatively approved these two meeting sites and the concept of a spring meeting.  President Cavaillon gave his report on the Paris 2000 meeting.  Further information on the Paris meeting will appear elsewhere in the Newsletter and in subsequent issues.  The Chairman of the scientific program committee, Dr. Peter Tobias, presented a preliminary summary of the program, which will be titled “Endotoxin and its Toll: Exciting Prospects for Research and Therapy in the New Century.”  A tentative date for receipt of abstracts for Paris 2000 was set for April 15, 2000.  It was also decided that manuscripts to be included in the Conference Proceedings must be delivered during the meeting.  The council will meet again in Paris at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 23 August 2000, at the Pasteur Institute. 
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Manuscripts Solicited for The Journal of Endotoxin Research 
According to Dr. Jack Levin, editor of the Journal of Endotoxin Research, the journal will be back in print again in July 1999.  The first volume will contain issues No. 1 and 2, and issue No. 3 will be published shortly thereafter.  These three issues will take care of the backlog of manuscripts which accumulated during the hiatus in publication.  Dr. Levin is strongly encouraging the IES membership to submit manuscripts for subsequent issues of JER.  As described in Dr. Levin’s article in the last Newsletter (vol. 9:1, p. 1), the journal offers a highly visible forum for quality research on all aspects of endotoxin, with rapid turnaround time, no page charges, and free reprints (25).  The journal is also attractively priced for subscription by Society members, at $78 US.  You can obtain more information on how to subscribe or submit manuscripts to JER online, or by contacting  the editorial office at the following address: 

Dr. Jack Levin, Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Endotoxin Research 
VA Medical Center (111-H2) 
4150 Clement Street, San Francisco, CA 94121 USA 
Tel: 001-415-750-6913 
Fax: 001-415-221-7542 
Email: levinj@medicine.ucsf.edu
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Send in your 1999 dues payment now 
Your International Endotoxin Society has recurring expenses that are necessary to maintain the society’s functions.  These expenses include providing the Directory and Newsletter to all members, hosting the biennial conference,  maintaining the offices of President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and other costs associated with the operations of the Society.  Yet, at this time only 30% of you have paid your 1999 dues - we need to get that rate up to 100%!  Please send in your dues payment immediately if you have not already done so.  Remember that the dues are now $45 US, and that you can receive a discount of up to $20 if you recruit new members to the IES.  Contact Dr. Kuni Takayama at the address shown below for more information on dues payments or use the online form. 

Dr. Kuni Takayama, IES Treasurer 
Mycobacterial Research Laboratory 
William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital 
2500 Overlook Terrace 
Madison, WI 53705-2254 USA 
Tel: 001 608 256 1901 x7812 
Fax:: 001 608 280 7108 
Email: takavah@vms2.macc.wisc.edu
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Changes in Editorial Responsibilities for Newsletter and Web Site 
The Society has two main forums for communicating with the membership - this Newsletter and the IES web site  (http://www.kumc.edu/IES/).  As a reflection of the growing importance of the internet as a communication medium, the Governing Council recently requested that Dr. Carl Alving accept full time responsibility for operation and maintenance of the Society’s web site.  Dr. Kent Myers, formerly Co-Editor, will take over for Dr. Alving as Editor of  the Newsletter.  Dr. Alving anticipates several exciting innovations for the web site, including online membership applications and dues payments, and online searching of the  membership directory.  More information will be available in the next newsletter. 
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Change of Address 
The membership lists for IES are maintained in a current status by the Membership Secretary. Please send all notices of change of address to Dr. Rudbach: 

Dr. Jon A. Rudbach, IES Secretary 
TRI, Ltd. 
PO Box 606 
Hamilton MT  59840 USA 
Tel: 001-406-363-0571 
Email: triltd@aol.com
Missing Newsletter Issue? 
If you are an IES member and believe that you may have missed an issue of the IES Newsletter, please notify the Dr. Kent R. Myers, Editor. 
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Member Submissions Welcome 
This is your Newsletter, and we want to hear what you have to say!  We therefore enthusiastically welcome submissions of news items, meeting announcements or summaries, announcements of available positions, historical matters, photographs, pertinent (or otherwise) drolleries, and any other items that might be of interest to the membership.  While the Newsletter does not expect to serve as a technical journal for publication of original research results (see the JER), it is also an appropriate forum for discussion of issues of interest to the endotoxin community.  Please submit any items for publication in the Newsletter to Dr. Kent Myers at the following address: 

Dr. Kent R. Myers 
Head, Biomolecular Sciences 
RibiImmunoChem Research, Inc. 
553 Old Corvalis Road 
Hamilton, MT  59840-3131 USA 
Tel: 001-406-363-6214 
FAX: 001-406-363-6129 
Email: kmyers@ribi.com


	
	
	
	


